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Nicholas Karavatos

Until recently, NICHOLAS KARAVATOS was an assistant professor of 
poetics at the Arab American University of Palestine near Jenin in The 
West Bank. He was a U.S. Ambassador’s Distinguished Scholar to Ethio-
pia in 2018 at Bahir Dar University, and from 2006 through 2017, an as-
sistant professor of creative writing at The American University of Shar-
jah in the United Arab Emirates. At the Modern College of Business and 
Science in Muscat, Sultanate of Oman from 2001 through 2006, he was 
a senior lecturer in humanities. His first year as an expat worker was on 
the faculty of the Fujairah Technical School in the UAE from 2000 to 2001. 
NICHOLAS KARAVATOS is a graduate of Humboldt State University in 
Arcata and New College of California in San Francisco. 
 
 Of his 2009 book *No Asylum*, David Meltzer writes: “Nicholas Karava-
tos is a poet of great range and clarity. This book is an amazing collecta-
nea of smart sharp political poetry in tandem with astute and tender love 
lyrics. All of it voiced with an impressive singularity.” 
 
 Kevin Killian writes: “Nicholas Karavatos points out that there is ‘no 
asylum’ anywhere, in a figurative sense, because even the parts of the 
world in most opposition to each other are bound up seamlessly in a net 
of shared reference, sensual pleasure, and invasive, sometimes assertive 
media. And misunderstanding. He is a prophet as well as a poet—maybe 
the canary we’ve sent down the coal-mine.”
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