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Milos Petrovi¢
Christ, an Optimist?

translation by Natalija Grgorini¢ & Ognjen Raden

i sat nightly

drinking coffee, smoking

listening to jazz, thinking,

trying to write, talking

to myself staring into

wife’s mirror, frequenting

the toilet, was happy and fulfilled when i
glanced by chance at one of many
photos of my son

time flies when you could use some
and vice versa

just the other day i was
pestered by some lady poet
reading to me not

half-bad verse

i lacked interest in

listening, let alone in conversation

is there a larry flint residing inside me, an assassin, or is this
merely a segue into middle age?

living in small towns is being one of the small people, hardly
any traffic—hardly any power of perception, no

surprises, apart from, so-called, acceptable or

good behavior —construed by the

patriarchal-liberal, swinger-proletarian media

lately watching too many movies
failing to star in
my own

in small towns people have the basic problem of



Wilderness House Literary Review 3/1

not admitting that they value his

penis more than her vagina and vice versa
small-minded as only mediocrities get,

small fries, petty gamblers and provincial maidens
teaching serbian literature

but what is essentially

my problem

do i have one?

indeed

each person on the planet has

a problem and

the biggest of misanthropes had

how many honest whores need to perish from
venereal or tropical diseases for the
actual buchenwald one to be born

it'll dawn in your creases and caves too

moisture will drip through your eyelids into
sweet awakening before the lift-off like the

tirst glass of wine of the evening, lack of patience,
a ring too big for its ring finger, as if i don’t have
a beast fit for the cross

“no such thing as style, it only comes once you're dead”

(stoned on beatnik-dadaist iamb)
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Christ, an Optimist?
(Part Two)

i sat nightly

and

mermaids arrived
necks clean

ears clean to

hook up limelight and
sterilizers

(/i wrote, my/
/head hurt/)

kids

good literature

honey is

the only thing of value to us

in this garden
where billboards are
road signs

kids

good literature

football

honey

great sax

is the only thing of value to us

here on st. wojtyla of o$wiecim blvd. at
the right time

machines will buy us another

moment of life

for video and

parachutes of good hope




Wilderness House Literary Review 3/1

illusions cancel
the touch of their
arteries and balm

kids

good literature

football

honey

great sax and rhythm section

a big meal on a spring afternoon before wine

a couple of hundred of miles on a deep purple harley

a job you like and lots and lots of free time and good teeth is
the only thing of value to us

who taught us to lie? my

son who spent but two years on this planet
knows how to lie, who

taught him how?

no one but life

itself, freedom, flesh-interstate to his mother

(/every initiative starts with personal engagementy/)

yearn, people are not the same they are
thoughtless and infectious not
the same are people

kids

good literature

football

honey

great sax and rhythm section

a big meal on a spring afternoon before wine

a couple of hundred of miles on a deep purple harley

a job you like and lots and lots of free time and good teeth
inherited millions and cheroots, cuban

princesses on hotrod hoods embracing seedy guerillas is
the only thing of value to us
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for whom did we piss water and vinegar
all truth bearers of history were

burned by the state or church

fuck ‘em

why not curse why

not smoke why

not run and why

wash hands?

isn’t washing hands of this or that
their usual occupation?

pardon me, but fuck ‘em

who stuck us with dope and obsessive media who
sticks us with the rifle every now and then who
was it that sells us

prunes for plumes

who?

no, no we
who foretell, we are

marginal, ragged

drunks

junkies

saints-scrolls

living our moment of crisis

occasionally metering a rhyme

having to pay for everything

water, power, waste, hey, even waste
everything needs to be paid unless
you're crazy enough to go

live with your family in a

lupine lair, generate

your own power, wring out of

earth your water, sneak out

your own waste, snake out

your own poison, knit your own cable to
hang your ideas to dry
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kids

good literature

football

honey

great sax and rhythm section

a big meal on a spring afternoon before wine

a couple of hundred of miles on a deep purple harley

a job you like and lots and lots of free time and good teeth
inherited millions and cheroots, cuban

princesses on hotrod hoods embracing seedy guerillas

a five bedroom town house: in brooklyn, los angeles,
paris or dorcol, with five hundred square feet for a library with a view is
the only thing of value to us

whatever will they do when

the entire population ends up in a

witness protection program

will we manage to cajole

a tiniest smile from the frown of justice or a
single tsk-tsk, i'm sure

she’ll wipe her glorified ass with

her blindfold and find her (lucky) star in
some other cabbage patch

here, you officials of our unofficial life and
its exhausts, let me
shine your boots once more

kids

good literature

football

honey

great sax and rhythm section

a big meal on a spring afternoon before wine

a couple of hundred of miles on a deep purple harley

a job you like and lots and lots of free time and good teeth
inherited millions and cheroots, cuban

princesses on hotrod hoods embracing seedy guerillas
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a five-bedroom town house: in brooklyn, los angeles,

paris or dorcol, with five hundred square feet for a library with a
view, few

loyal friends with whom always one can

take an uncertain trip (of excess), a reasonably spotless reputation,
and less

pig brains is

the only thing of value to us

my personality is lagging behind, so is
my solution for risk

H%%

me, an unknown perpetrator,
will succumb to injuries

you may call me a

sea dog, a philatelist, he

who covers a bare foot
regardless

i’ll reach the finish line

even if it's to wherever and back

a thousand miles, with you or empty, in a
casket or with a million krunas

what was the reason for inventing television, oh, god

is there a meaning to any of our handicaps if we
don’t hide it and around it
don’t sculpt our life’s work—our character

%

water doesn’t grasp

its flow and

in itself sweetly

hides

the indescribable desire
for itself
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sun is no expert in

deserts

(it would get lost if you’d leave it in one)
and grasps not

its warmth
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I am Destined, My Hurt One

i wait for the body

its weight

i wait for the body and
its freshness

she bursts
down the skylight

swinging

for days with
nails and
hips

i know that
automobiles
represent truth,
truthfulness

don’t doubt me, i'll
give myself up
i'm given to you




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


