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  Steve Glines  
How I met the Queen in a Canadian cornfield 
 
In the summer of 1973 I hitched a series of rides from Boston through Maine and 
New Brunswick to my mother’s house in Pictou County Nova Scotia. It’s hard to 
describe the location any better than that because she originally lived in a hamlet 
called Poplar Hill … until the Poplar Hill School, a one-room schoolhouse 
across the street from my mothers house, closed. From there her address 
wandered from RR2, Meadowville to RR2 Scotsburn and finally to RR2 in the 
unincorporated county of Pictou. Civilization had abandoned Poplar Hill. All my 
mother would say was that she was four miles up the Tony River road between 
Tatamagouche and Antigonish.  
 
Since there wasn’t a lot to do in Poplar Hill I decided to hitch a ride to the PEI 
ferry and to spend a couple of days at my favorite beach, Cavendish Beach on 
the northern shore of Prince Edward’s Island. Cavendish Beach reminds me of 
the Cape Cod Seashore without tourists. Cavendish is a five-mile long expanse 
of brilliant white sand and (relatively) warm water. My plan was to hike in a 
couple of miles and camp for a couple of days before heading back to Boston.   
 
The ferry ride to PEI was uneventful and a single hitched ride got me to 
Charlottetown. The road to Cavendish beach is a straight shot out of the city on a 
small two lane paved road known as provincial highway 15. Calling it a highway 
is generous. I once got a ride the last mile or so to the beach on a hay wagon. It’s 
that kind of a road. It’s not the kind of road where you are likely to encounter a 
traffic jam.  
 
But a traffic jam is exactly what I ran into that summer morning. About 10 
minutes out of the center of Charlottetown traffic stopped. We were about 15 
cars back so I got out, threw my backpack over my shoulders and marched to the 
front of the line of cars where a single Royal Canadian Mounted Policeman in 
full red regalia had stopped traffic. I asked what was going on and with a flourish 
befitting his full-dress uniform pointed to the middle of a cornfield and said, 
“The Queen is arriving!”  
 
There was a small road to the right that looked more like a farmers driveway 
than the entrance to the Charlottetown airport but that’s what the sign announced 
so up the driveway and into the cornfield I went backpack and all. At the top of 
the small hill, about a ½ mile up was the terminal. It was a small cinder block 
building about the size of three garages. There was no one in sight but on the 
tarmac there was a small roped off area that looked like it had been set up for a 
reception. I walked over to the corner of the reception area, dropped my 
backpack and waited. Fifteen or twenty minutes later a caravan of limousines 
arrived and out popped a dozen or so little men in top hats and tails. I remember 



 
  Wilderness House Literary Review 2/4 

‐ 2 ‐ 

them all being extremely short because I could see over the tops of their top hats 
when they lined up next to me. No one said a word. Alice, Alice are you 
listening? 
 
Another ten minutes had passed before a Canadian Forces helicopter set down 
about 30 yards from where we were standing. Pierre Eliot Trudeau, the Prime 
Minister of Canada and his wife Maggie hopped out and walked over in our 
direction. I had long hair, a long beard, was clearly out of place and grinning 
from ear to ear. Trudeau looked at me grinned, shook his head and walked off to 
greet the leader of the little men in top hats. Maggie stifled a big laugh. There 
were a few more minutes of milling about before an Air Canada jet buzzed the 
field. This was the signal, apparently, for things to happen.  
 
A Canadian forces truck arrived and men in fatigues hopped out dragging rolls 
of red carpet. They quickly ran a length of carpet from where the aircraft was 
expected to stop back in our direction. It didn’t quite reach so they moved the 
reception area forward 15 feet. No one said a word. When the Air Canada 
aircraft taxied in our direction the pilot opened the window and held out a British 
flag. I never knew until that moment that they could open the windows on those 
airplanes. The plane stopped precisely in front of the red carpet. The cabin door 
opened and a set of stairs emerged from the aircraft landing precisely on the edge 
of the red carpet. After what seemed an awfully long time a dozen or so women 
in black came tumbling out of the aircraft. I guess ladies in waiting wear black. 
After another very long spell Prince Phillip emerged from the aircraft saluted 
every uniform in sight and shook hands with Pierre and Maggie Trudeau.  
 
After pleasantries all round the Prince, the Trudeaus and the collection of ladies 
in black formed a cordon leading in my direction along the red carpet. When all 
was set the Queen emerged from the aircraft and descended the stairs. She shook 
hands with the Trudeaus who bowed and curtsied then formed up behind the 
Queen who was followed by the Prince, the Trudeaus and the ladies in black last. 
She came straight towards me!  
 
She kept it straight. She had the most faint outlines of a pleasant smile across her 
face but her eyes were focused at infinity. If she saw me she never let on. I 
bowed politely, she nodded her head, the little men in top hats and tails bowed 
politely, she nodded her head. Behind her Prince Phillip made a concerted effort 
not to notice me until he was well past when he finally turned his head, we made 
eye contact and he let out a quiet chortle then proceeded on nodding to the little 
men in top hats as he passed. The Trudeaus were beside themselves and were 
obviously having trouble keeping from having hysterical fits. Pierre Trudeau was 
so obviously not looking at me that he almost ran over the Prince. Soon everyone 
was nestled in their limousines and rushed off with RCMP escort. I walked back 
down the road and hitchhiked to the beach.  

 


	Steve Glines 
	How I met the Queen in a Canadian cornfield



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Web Graphics Defaults)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /PDFX1a:2003
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


