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6.

What can we do

What do we know

We who are barely human

We who have broken the 7th seal

We who have left the gate open

We who have stolen the Golden Fleece

Now the ghosts swallow us
We sullenly celebrate their loss
Our eyes opened wide as greed
Our diamonds soaked in blood
The coldest heads prevail

To organize the slaughter

Where have we been

What have we done

We mounted the final burial mound
We heard again the ancient last rites
We cloned sheep by the herd

We unleashed the living dead

7.

The robots are in formation
Speaking in unison

They all have the same face
Humorously humorless
They bow & scrape
Without relish or anguish

Eric Greinke



Robot malfunctions

Are inconvenient

Animated by artificial energy
Their movements are spooky
Unaware of planned obsolescence
Or constant surveillance

They make good household servants
They make good food service workers
They don't mind piece-work

Efficient & cost effective

Prison guards, they

Know no fear

8.

They don't need names

They don't have dreams

They don't throw temper tantrums
They're not ticklish

They don't itch much

They never need vacations

They don't get pregnant
They don't get drunk
They don't smoke

They don't eat or shit
They know not art
They hardly ever fart

A robot may be decommissioned
When a better model is developed
Many of the latest prototypes

Are biodegradable

They utilize virtual fibers

To simulate the naturally organic

Eric Greinke



9.

The severed head of Orpheus screams
Among the ashes of ancestors

Among the names carved into stone
In secret caves & hidden places

In tedious epics of doomed voyages
To the edge of the world

Organic life is prone to rot
Wooden puppets become brittle
Formaldehyde replaces blood
When the machine rules

Over the maker of machines
Which ones are the tools

Ghost lost before the body

Toy soldier left out in the rain
Hollow & impervious to pain
The pounding of robot feet
Grows louder by the parameter
Drowning out the earths heart

10.

I feel the spirits of the dead
They explode like seedpods
A thousand downy spheres
Doors that won't stay closed
Locks meant to be broken
Dandelions born in the wind

Beats of light drummed by spirits
Into the pulsating heart of sound
Into the unsanctified dirt

Out to the edges of space
Through the wounded waters
Beyond the toxic pain of time

Eric Greinke



I hear the call of light

Through the mechanical darkness
Through the marching shadows
Through the neutral rocks

The stale bread that feeds

The dreams of the anemic world

Eric Greinke
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