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The Wilderness House 
Literary Review 

Welcome to the first edition of the Wilderness House Literary 
Review. WHLR is a result of the collaboration between a group of 
poets and writers who call themselves the Bagel Bards and the 
Wilderness House Literary Retreat, itself a cooperative effort 
between the Rotary Club of Littleton Massachusetts and the New 
England Forestry Foundation. All of the stories, articles, poems and 
examples of art have been presented as PDF files, Portable 
Document Format. This is a format that allows for a much cleaner 
presentation than would otherwise be available on the web. If you 
don't have an Adobe Reader (used to read a PDF file) on your 
computer you can download one from the Adobe website. The files 
are large and we hope you will be patient when downloading but we 
think the beauty of the words deserver a beautiful presentation.  

For those of you with limited bandwidth (i.e. dial up users) click 
HERE. Enough housekeeping.

It's always a pleasure to present a new collection of art and literature. 
When we started to assemble this issue none of us expected the 
volume of submissions. It was a pleasure making this selection. 
Since this is our spring issue and we are hungry for sunshine after the 
drab confines of winter we begin with a poem by Tomas O'Leary, 
our poet in residence, titled 'Sermon on Sun Worship.' We hope that 
warmed you up.

Essays

When you get to a certain age many of us discover that we are living 
in an age of regrets, not for what we have done but for what we left 

undone. How many of us wish we could go 
back and tell our first love what they still 
mean to us. Charles Campbell tells us in 
two essays about the first two meaningful 
relationships of his adult life. He's asked us 
to post his biography lest some think he is 
stuck in the past. 

Charles Campbell is a man who reached 60 years of 
life managing to accomplish nothing of note but a 

happy marriage of 34 years, so considers himself an extremely successful man. He 
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form. 
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three formats:
 

1.         very short stories less than 
500 words in length 
2.       short stories less than 1000 
words in length
3.       Short stories that don't fit 
the above should be less than 
5000 words.

 
 Non-Fiction is just that so lets see 
some interesting footnotes.
 
Book Reviews should be positive 
unless the author is a well-known 
blowhard. Our mission is to 
encourage literature not discourage 
it.
 
Non-fiction should be short, (a lot) 
less than 5000 words.
 
Any form of art may be submitted 
with the constraint that it must be 
something that can be published in 
2 dimensions. It's hard to publish 
sculpture but illustrations together 
with some intelligent prose count.
 
 Published works are welcome with 
proper attribution. 
 
Please submit all works 
electronically.
 

Support our sponsors 
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has not written anything except a check for most of those decades. He currently 
resides in Georgia.. "If Lou Gehrig is the luckiest man on the face of the earth, he 
must feel my hot breath on the back of his neck."

 We start with 'Red Sky at Night' followed by 'Red Sky in the 
Morning.' We secretly hope he finds a very wide audience.
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Poetry 

Modern life is fast. None of us have the time to .... fill in the blank 
here. Where once the literary inclined might have written a serialized 
Victorian novel now we find the poet and chapbook. This is not your 
grandmother's poetry, the standard measures of poetry, meter and 
verse, still exist and are thrilling to hear when well executed but most 
modern poetry is what the classic academics might condescendingly 
call experimental. Filled with blank verse and prose, poetry is 
illustrative, gestalt filled, post-post modern expressions of short 
fiction, short essay, short .... It is Picasso to Rembrandt, e. e. 
cummings to Shakespeare. How often have you read a short work 
and exclaimed metaphorically, "Wow that's poetry."  Today it is 
poetry. America is experiencing a vibrant literary renaissance. We 
offer a sampling of it here.
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Alan Catlin 

Barbara Bialick 

Bill Costley 

Carolyn Gregory 

Chad Parenteau 
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Doug Worth 

Ellaraine Lockie 

Eric Greinke 

Francis LeMoine 

Harris Gardner 

Howard Lee Kilby 

Hugh Fox 

Jennifer Matthews 
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Reviews 
No literary journal would be complete without a book review section. In our first 
edition we review two books. One is of historical interest to us because it describes 
the generation of writers that followed the Beat Generation. 
 
"Baby Beat Generation & The 2nd San Francisco Renaissance "

Review By: Charles P. Ries 
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Followed by "Inside The Outside:  
An Anthology of Avant-Garde American Poets"
 
Review by Doug Holder 
 

Visual Art

We take pleasure putting our logo on top of interesting works of art. 
For our arts section we have chosen to place out logo on top of an 
exceptional work of art by Jenny Lawson Grassl. A version of the 
original art may be found here. 

The masthead (at the top of this page) is our logo placed on a work 
by Irene Koronas who is also a writer and out poetry editor. If out 
masthead was a teaser here is a further sampling of Irene's work.

For some reason many poets are also visual artists and Deborah 
Priestly is one of them. Her poem 'tree of cats' may be found above 
in the poetry section. We thought it fitting to show off a sampling of 
her art with a painting of a cat.

We know we said no 3D art but photograph of this sculpture by 
architect William Turvelle somehow fit. 

That is it for out Spring 2006 edition. The deadline for out Summer 
edition is June 1. No doubt there are errors and omissions. Please 
bring these to our attention.

As we said when we started this is a joint production of Wilderness 
House Literary Retreat and the 'bagel bards'.  The 'Bagel Bards' have 
just published their first (and we hope of many) anthology. You may 
purchase it here:
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Welcome to the first edition of the Wilderness House Literary 
Review. WHLR is a result of the collaboration between a group of 
poets and writers who call themselves the Bagel Bards and the 
Wilderness House Literary Retreat, itself a cooperative effort 
between the Rotary Club of Littleton Massachusetts and the New 
England Forestry Foundation. All of the stories, articles, poems and 
examples of art have been presented as PDF files, Portable 
Document Format. This is a format that allows for a much cleaner 
presentation than would otherwise be available on the web. If you 
don't have an Adobe Reader (used to read a PDF file) on your 
computer you can download one from the Adobe website. The files 
are large and we hope you will be patient when downloading but we 
think the beauty of the words deserver a beautiful presentation.  
Enough housekeeping.

It's always a pleasure to present a new collection of art and literature. 
When we started to assemble this issue none of us expected the 
volume of submissions. It was a pleasure making this selection. 
Since this is our spring issue and we are hungry for sunshine after the 
drab confines of winter we begin with a poem by Tomas O'Leary, 
our poet in residence, titled 'Sermon on Sun Worship.' We hope that 
warmed you up.

Essays

When you get to a certain age many of us discover that we are living 
in an age of regrets, not for what we have done but for what we left 

undone. How many of us wish we could go 
back and tell our first love what they still 
mean to us. Charles Campbell tells us in 
two essays about the first two meaningful 
relationships of his adult life. He's asked us 
to post his biography lest some think he is 
stuck in the past. 

Charles Campbell is a man who reached 60 years of 
life managing to accomplish nothing of note but a 

happy marriage of 34 years, so considers himself an extremely successful man. He 
has not written anything except a check for most of those decades. He currently 
resides in Georgia.. "If Lou Gehrig is the luckiest man on the face of the earth, he 
must feel my hot breath on the back of his neck."
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 We start with 'Red Sky at Night' followed by 'Red Sky in the 
Morning.' We secretly hope he finds a very wide audience.
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here. Where once the literary inclined might have written a serialized 
Victorian novel now we find the poet and chapbook. This is not your 
grandmother's poetry, the standard measures of poetry, meter and 
verse, still exist and are thrilling to hear when well executed but most 
modern poetry is what the classic academics might condescendingly 
call experimental. Filled with blank verse and prose, poetry is 
illustrative, gestalt filled, post-post modern expressions of short 
fiction, short essay, short .... It is Picasso to Rembrandt, e. e. 
cummings to Shakespeare. How often have you read a short work 
and exclaimed metaphorically, "Wow that's poetry."  Today it is 
poetry. America is experiencing a vibrant literary renaissance. We 
offer a sampling of it here.
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Reviews 
No literary journal would be complete without a book review section. In our first 
edition we review two books. One is of historical interest to us because it describes 
the generation of writers that followed the Beat Generation. 
 
"Baby Beat Generation & The 2nd San Francisco Renaissance "

Review By: Charles P. Ries 

 
Followed by "Inside The Outside:  
An Anthology of Avant-Garde American Poets"
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Visual Art

We take pleasure putting our logo on top of interesting works of art. 
For our arts section we have chosen to place out logo on top of an 
exceptional work of art by Jenny Lawson Grassl. A version of the 
original art may be found here. 

The masthead (at the top of this page) is our logo placed on a work 
by Irene Koronas who is also a writer and out poetry editor. If out 
masthead was a teaser here is a further sampling of Irene's work.

For some reason many poets are also visual artists and Deborah 
Priestly is one of them. Her poem 'tree of cats' may be found above 
in the poetry section. We thought it fitting to show off a sampling of 
her art with a painting of a cat.

We know we said no 3D art but photograph of this sculpture by 
architect William Turvelle somehow fit. 

That is it for out Spring 2006 edition. The deadline for out Summer 
edition is June 1. No doubt there are errors and omissions. Please 
bring these to our attention.

As we said when we started this is a joint production of Wilderness 
House Literary Retreat and the 'bagel bards'.  The 'Bagel Bards' have 
just published their first (and we hope of many) anthology. You may 
purchase it here:
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